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of the stone. These are the Turquoise-snakes or
Xiuhcoatl are symbols of fire and water* In the
mouth of each is a human head representing the fire-
god,, Xiuhtecutli, while on the sides of the stone are
sculptured representations of the Obsidian Butterfly,
ItzpapalotL
To the Aztecs, no doubt, the inscriptions and
carvings upon this highly important stone meant a
great deal more than is conveyed by our interpreta-
tion of the symbols, for, as I have said, signs and
symbols may reveal a long and detailed story to an
Indian who understands them* A striking and well-
known example of this is the sign-language of our
western plains Indians. By means of a few rapid
movements of the hands, a long and complete sen-
tence or description may be conveyed. And in many
places, and among many tribes of South American
Indians, a few stones arranged in a certain order or a
few apparently meaningless glyphs oil a rock will
give full details regarding trails., rapids, the location
of villages and other important information. So we
may feel fairly certain that the ancient Aztecs, when
looking at their great calendar-stone, could read a
full and detailed history of the past, and an equally
complete account of the prophecy for the future.
In a way this applies also to their sculptures,
paintings, idols, codices, etc. To-day, even with our
rather full and intimate knowledge of the Aztecs,
their language and their mythology, there are many
matters which still puzzle us and about which we have
no definite knowledge. For example, we cannot say
definitely why various representations of a god or
deity should vary in details of costume, decorations,